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Vision of the Communal Roles of Libraries

The library is a place where knowledge and information freely dwell to define,
empower, preserve, challenge, connect, entertain and transform individuals, cultures
and communities. The dwelling place, whether physical or virtual, is the product of
collective reflection, aspiration, commitment, expertise and organization. It is both a
byproduct of civil communities and a catalyst for cultural progress, inspiration,
expression and exchange. Its absence in this new century would not only deprive
many individuals of important resources, but also, more significantly, such loss
would deny humanity an essential portion of its shared identity and entitled liberties.
The library can never be fully replaced by information technologies. For the essence
of its communal role is not the technological mastery over knowledge and
information, but rather the provision of sanctuary for human thought and expression

in any medium.

Endorsed the 31% day March, 2005 by Faculty, Fellows and Observers of the Salzburg Seminar,
Libraries in the 21 Century, hosted Oct. 23-30, 2004, Schloss Leopoldskron, Salzburg, Austria:

Kay Raseroka, Chair Salzburg Session Working Group Libraries
and Their Communities, International Federation of Library
Associations, University of Botswana, Gaborone

Yaqub Ali, Islamic Research Institute, International Islamic
University, Pakistan

Alberta Arthurs, Consultant and Commentator in Arts and
Humanities, USA

Donna Bible, Carnegie-Vincent Library, Lincoln Memorial
University, USA

Mohammad Hossein Biglu, Department of Library Science,
Humbolt University, Germany

Paul Callister, Leon E. Block Law Library, University of Missouri-
Kansas City School of Law, USA

Patrick Craig, Qatar Foundation, Qatar Academy, USA

Lourdes David, Rizal Library, Ateneo de Manila University,
Philippines

Néra Deak, School of English and American Studies Library,
E6tvos Lorand University, Hungary

Barbara Doyle-Wilch, Middlebury College, USA

Samuel Eyitayo, Information Resource Center, US Consulate
General, Lagos

Lu-Ann Farrar, Lexington Herald Leader, USA

Susan Fifer Canby, National Geographic Society, USA

Martin Gémez, Urban Libraries Council, USA

Lara Ingham, The Wheeler School, USA

Constantin Ittu, Brukenthal Library, Brukenthal Museum, Romania

Anthi Katsirikou, Board of the Greek Librarians Association,
University of Piraeus, Greece

Jocelyn Ladlad, European Documentation and Research Center,
American Studies Resource Center, De La Salle University,
Philippines

Laksmi, Library and Research Department, Aksara Foundation,
Indonesia

Yuk-Man Lee, Hong Kong Public Libraries, China
Filiz Ekingen Flores Mamondi, Bogazici University Library, Turkey

Robert McCutcheon, English Department, Davis and Elkins
College, USA

Robert Moropa, Academic Information Service, University of
Pretoria, South Africa

Yvonne Murphy, Northern Ireland Political Collection, Linen Hall
Library, Northern Ireland

Joseph Nga, Collection Management Division, Library of Congress,

USA

Abena Ntrakwah, Ghana International School, Ghana

Joan Osborne, Heritage Library Division, National Library and
Information Systems Authority, Trinidad and Tobago

Pimrumpai Pemsmit, Department of Library Science,
Chulalongkorn University, Thailand

Carol Priestley, International Network for the Availability of
Scientific Publications, Oxford University, United Kingdom

Susann Rutledge, BusinessWeek Library, USA

Renate Schonmayr, Library of the Faculty of Law, University of
Salzburg, Austria

Lillian Sciberras, Division of Library and Information Studies,
University of Malta, Malta

Thomas Scott, Young Library, Kentucky Christian University, USA

Barbara Semonche, Park Library, School of Journalism and Mass
Communication, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, USA

Magsood Ahmad Shaheen, Information Resource Center,
American Embassy, Pakistan

Donald Smeeton, William G. Squires Library, Lee
University/Church of God Theological Seminary, USA

Nadiya Strishenets, Department of United Nations Publication, V.
Vernadsky National Library of Ukraine, Ukraine

Gordana Stokic, Library and Information Science Department,
Faculty of Philology, University of Belgrade, Serbia and
Montenegro

Ivanka Stricevic, Children and Youth Departments, Medvescak
Public Library, Croatia

Tirong arap Tanui, Moi University, Kenya
Senka Tomljanovic, University Library Rijeka, Croatia

Susan Teoh, Information Services Division, Institute of Strategic
and International Studies, Malaysia, Kuala Lumpur

Leon Tiemensma, Midrand Graduate Institute, University of South
Africa, South Africa

Radovan Vrana, Department of Information Sciences, Faculty of
Philosophy, University of Zagreb, Croatia

Yiu Chuen Wan, University of Hong Kong Libraries, China
Sohair Wastawy, Library of Alexandria, Egypt

Joan Williams, Thomas F. Holgate Library, Bennett College for
Women, USA

Yustinus Yuniarto, Tirta Marta-PBK Penabur Christian School,
Indonesia

Liu Zhenxi, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Library, China
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